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ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE APOCALYPSE. 
THE TWO WITNESSES. 


3, And I will commission my two witnesses, and they shall de- 
clare truth a thousand two hundred and sixty days, having 
on sackclothes. 4. These are the Two Olives and the Two 
Lamps, which have been standing before the Lord of the 
earth. 5. Andif any one attempt to injure them, fire issues 
from their mouth, and devours their adversaries: and il any 
one should attempt to injure them, in like manner must he 
be slain. 6. These possess power to restrain the heaven, so 
that :ain descend not in the days of their declaration: and 
they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, 
and to afflict the earth with every calamity as often as ever 
they may will. 7. And when they should have ended their 
testimony, the ferocious beast which ascends out of the sea 
shall make war upon them, and overcome them, and slay 
them. 8. And their dead bodies shall lie in the broad way 
of the Great City, which is emblematically termed Sodom 
and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 9. And the 

of the peoples, and tribes, and tongues, and nations shall be- 
hold their dead bodies three days and a half, and they shall 
not suffer their carcases tobe entombed. 10. And the dwell- 
ers upon the earth will rejoice over them, and be glad; and 
will send gifts to each other, because these two prophets tor- 
mented the dwellers uponthe earth. 11. And after the three 
days and a half breath of life from God entered them, and 
they stood upon their feet, and great fear fell upon the spee- 
tators. 12. And they heard a great voice from the heaven 
saying to them, “Ascend hither!” And sn ascended to the 


heaven in the cloud: and their adversaries beheld them. 
—Revelation, chap. xi. 


EXPLANATION OF THE SYMBOLS. 
Two Witnesses. 


These are a figurative 1epresentation of two classes of per- 
gons. Each class in the providence of God was appointed te 


make declaration concerning truth at the hazard and even sa- 
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erifice of their lives. Hence the personification of the classe: 
under the title of Martyrs or Witnesses. By the introduction 
of witnesses, a controversy between adverse parties is presyp. 
posed. The plaintiff in the case is “the Lord of the Earth.” ; 
whom “all authority is given” by the Eternal Creator—his a4 
versary is the Antichrist, or Ferocious Beast which has ages 
since ascended out of the sea. Messiah claims the unigae and 
universal sovereignty of the world, but the Adversary denies 
his right, and puts in his plea for a share of the dominion. Py; 
the Lord of the earth during his absence, has commissioned 
his Two Martyrs or Witnesses to protest against the usurpa- 
tion of the Beast over the civil and religious rights and liber. 
ties of men; and to seal if need be, their protestation or testi. 
mony with their blood. The cause of Christ versus Antichrist 
is that of the Rights of Man versus Despotism. It is the 
grand controversy, which bas disturbed the tranquility of the 
world from the time of Constantine the First ull now. Hp. 
manity has enjoyed but little respite since the great strife be- 
gan. Ecclesiastical and political despotism is the mighty in- 
cubus which has oppressed the energies and ex'inguished the 
happiness of “the peoples, and tribes, and tongues, and nations” 
of the earth. Error is the basis of all tyranny. It is the cor- 
ner-stone of Satan’s Temple, whose portals are suspended on 
the misrule of kings and the imposture of priests. Peading the 
continuance of etror, and its enthronement in the heart of the 
nations, the sovereignty of Antichrist is secure; but, let that 
be dissipated, and his dominion is annihilated; and his throne 
of twelve hundred and sixty years duration will be prostrate in 
the dust. Error is the poison of human nature; but truth is its 
sovereign antidote. ‘Truth is the parent of liberty; so that il 
truth shall make the nations free, they will be free indeed. To 
declare this truth is the purpose for which the Two Witnesses 
were commissioned. And propheeteusousi—1rHEY SHALL DE- 
CL\RE TRUTH, is the language of the original decree. The kind 
of truth is not defined in so many words; yet, by consulting the 
page of history. we shall find, that two species of truth have 
chiefly involved their confessors in the loss of goods, liberty, 
and life, viz. religious and political. To declare these truths 
effectually two classic witnesses Were necessary; for the new 
law requires non-resistance and passive obedience in al! who 
subscribe to it. Now this requisition is incompatible with the 
practice of war; hence the propriety of associating a political 
class, the weapons of whose warfare are the cannon, sword, 
and rifle—with the faithful and true, whose instrument of war 
is spiritual—the sharp-two-edged-sword—the word of God. To 
this we might add, that the fitness of things required two, the 
testimony of one not being. deemed sufficient in the divine law 
to establish truth. 


Although the Two Witnesses are constituted of two classes 
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of persons, we are not to suppose, that these classes consist of 
no more than two sects. Many names, parties, and denomina- 
tions may make up the symbol. All sects, religious and poli- 
tical, in active protestation against civil and ecclesiastical des- 
otism, advocating the rights of men, and the uncorrupted reli- 
‘on of the New T estament, compose the Witn esses. A reli- 
‘eus sect being a constituent of the Two Witnesses is no 
roof of its apostolicity. It may constitute a part of the “saints” 
and “Witnesses” and yet its members have no right or title to 
Eternal Life.* To ew it as a part of those types, it is only 
necessary that it be foun testifying for the civil and religious - 
rights of man; albeit, as a part, or in fact, as the nucleus of the 
Witnesses, like the kernel in a peach, the genuine and true 
spouse of Christ, is involved. 

The Two Witnesses still live. Their history is long, ex- 
tended, and highly interesting. It 1s divisible into five parts, 
namely, their birth, the 1260 days of their testimony, their 
death, their resurrection and ascension. These are the chap- 
ters of their biography, concisely set forth in this chapter of the 
Apocalypse from the third * the twelfth verse. 


A theusand two hundred and sixty days. 


The 1260 days are symbolical of 1260 years. This number 

occurs twice in chapter xi, and twice in chapter xii. In the 

a ———— 

* That the ungodly and even vicious, not to mention sincere errorists in 

religion, should be styled, in the apocalyptic visions, saints, witnesses, 
anointed ones, &c. may seem to some paradoxical, and perhaps the climax 
of absurdity. But whatever the appearance may be, it is in strict conform- 
ity with the language of the Prophets. There were doubtless a multitude of 
characters in the two elasses, who did not literully deserve the honorable 
titles of “the saints,’’ ‘the martyrs” or “witnesses,” and ‘‘the provhets” of 
Jesus; but was there ever a cause, however good, which agitated s natio 
in which bad men did not mingle with the excellent? The present state 
things in all its variety is more or less a mixture of good and evil. Nor let 
it be forgotten, that onr Lord employed a Judas, himeelf a devil to cast out 
Satan, and to do many good and wonderful works. He was as much an 
apostle as Peter or John, As God, chen, in his government and direction of 
human affairs does employ bad men in effectin 8 geod, especially if it be ne- 
cessary to inflict slaughter, calamity, and death upon the subjects of the 
Antichrist; even so, for the part which they perform as his instruments, 
and not on account of their moral worth, they are — by honor- 
able titles, like those of Witnesses, Prophets, &c. So also the cruel and 
idolatrous Medes and Persians, who had no pity, and whose ve did not 
spare the children of the Chaldeans, but dashed them to pieces before them; 
are denominated God's “sanctified ones” or saints; and Cyrus their 

eral “who knew not Jehovah,” is adorned even with that title, whichis one 
or more of the chief distinctions of the 8on of God,—viz. his iah, his 
Christ, his Anointed, his Shepherd.—Isa. xiii. 3; xliv, 28; xlv. 1.— 
the n, pose y are symbolical “saints” ty i Je = well ‘ng 
saints and martyrs, who are sanctified by obeying the go w 
like James and Panl, sealed their profession with their blood. The H 
nots of France were symbolical saints; while the immersed believers of 
gospel in all ages are the only sanctified constituents of the Body of Christ, 
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heirs according to the promise. 
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former, it rs expressed by the phrase “forty-two months,” ang 
in the latter by “a lime, times, and half a time,” which are 
each of them equal to 1260 days. Three of these periods are 
identical and have especial reference to the Witnesses and the 
nueleus thereof; while the “forty-two months” of years has re. 
ference to the duration of the power of the Beast which ascends 
out of the sea in ch. xiii. 5. In chapter xiii, we discover the 
origin of the Two Martyrs by the aid of the 1260 days, and the 
“time, times, and half a time.”—“"Ehe Woman” and “the 
earth” are the symbols found there in connexion with these 
numbers. ‘The Woman is the type of the Christian Body, of 
which was born Constantine, the male child, who in process of 
time fought his way up to the throne of the world. On bis as- 
cension, the mother that gave him birth had to fly into the wil- 
derness from the persecution of dragonic power, where, in the 
wings of the empire—Roman Africa and the Alpine and Py- 
renean regions—God had prepared her a place of refuge. On 
her flight thither she was pursued by a fierce adversary, but 
“the earth helped” her, and arrested the pursuit. From that 
time the Dragonic Power commenced a “war against the re- 
mainder of her seed, who keep the commandments of God, and 
retain the testimony of Jesus Christ”—v. 17. These events 
of the flight and of the Earth helping the Woman indicate the 
commencement of the 1260 years of the testimony of the Re- 
mainder of her seed, or of the Two Political and Religious 
Witnesses. They happened about a. D. 312, consequently the 
1360 years will have ended about A. D. 1572. 


Having on Sackclothes. 


Peribebleemenoi sakkous.—The garments of mourning or 
affliction, trouble, calamity, or distress among the ancients were 
chiefly sackcloth and haircloth. The latter was the usual clo- 
thing of the Prophets, for they were continual penitents by pro- 
fession: and hence Zeehariah speaks of the rough garments of 
the false prophets, which they also wore to deceive (cl. xiii. 4) 
Jacob was the first we read of that put sackcloth upon his loins 
as a token of mourning for Joseph, signifying thereby that since 
he had lost his beloved son, he considered himself as reduced 
to the meanest and lowest condition of life In great calami- 
ties and troubles the Is:aelites wore sackcloth about their bo- 
dies; “Gird you with sackcloth and mourn before Abner” 2 
Sam. 3. 31. “Let us put sackcloth on our Joins, and go out and 
implore the clemency of the king of Israel” 1 Kings 20, 31.— 
“Ahab tore his clothes, put on a shirt of hair-cloth next to his 
skin, fasted, and lay upon sackeloth.” t Kings 21,27. And 
when Mordecai was informed of the ruin that threatened his 
nation, he put on sackcloth and covered his head with ashes” 
Esth. 4. 1.—On the contrary, in the time of joy, and upon the 
hearing of any good news, those that were clad im sackcloth, 
tore it from their bodies, and cast it from them; as “thou has& 
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ut off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness” Ps, 30. ii— 
For the I'wo Witnesses, then to prophesy, or declare truth, hav- 
ing on sackclothes, indicates, that during the 1260 years of their 
commission they were to execute their martyrial functions in a 
state of suffering and distress. 


Two Olives—T wo Lamps. 


These are also figurative representations of the things signified 
by the T'wo Witnesses. 7'rees in the prophetic scriptures are of- 
ten the symbols of individuals and of classes, or communities, of 
men, ‘I'he righteous man is like a tree planted by streams of 
water” ps. 1. 3. These dreamers, who speak evil of things they 
do not und -rstand, are “trees, whose leaf withereth, without fruit, 
twice smitten to death, plucked up by the roots’”—Jude 12... The 
Assyrian army is termed a forest of trees—Is. 10, 19. Particular 
trees also represent a particular nation; hence, in Jer. xi. 16, the 
House of Israel is termed **a green olive-tree, fair and of goodly 
fruit; and he predicts that the Lord should Aindle fire upon it,and 
break off its branches—This class or community, then, is symbol- 
ized by a **good olive tree’’-—whose growth is fostered bya skill- 
ful cultivator. Buta time was to come when its branches were 
to be broken off and a fire was to be kindled upon them. When 
Paul wrote his epistle to the brethren in Rom», their branches had 
been broken off; and this fire was soon to be kindled upon them, 
for says he, ch. xi. 20—the branches of [srael’s Olive were bro- 
ken olf “because of unbelief” and say James and Peter, “the com- 
ing of the Lord draweth nigh;”’ and the *‘end of all things (pertains 
ing to the Mosaic Age) is at hand.” 

Though the good Olive Tree was thus broken, its stem and 
root yet remain unimpaired. The great Cultivator did not leave 
it in this damaged condition; but cleaned it by pruning, and 
having cut a branch out of the ‘wild Olive” inserted or grafted it 
upon its noble stem; for the Apostle, in writing to the believin 
Gentiles in the church at Rome, tells us, that some of the Good 
Olive’s branches being broken off. they of the Wild, uncultivated 
olive tree were grafted in among them, and with them partake of 
its root and fatness. Belief and obedience to the gospel of Christ 
grafted them into the good olive, while unbelief of that gospel 
broke off as it were its natural branches. Thus, the gentile branch 
derives its fatness from the root which sustains it: in plain terms, 
by being adopted into the family of Abraham, and so incorporated 
with the House of Israel, they have become joint heirs with The 
Seed of the promise of the Eternal Estate made by God to Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob—the triradial root of the green olive tree, 
of “fair and goodly fruit.” 

A good and cultivated olive tree, then, is the symbol of those, 
“who are not only circumcised, but who walk in the footsteps of 
the faith of their father Abraham, which he had whilst in uneir- 
cumrision, or when a gentile. It is the symbol of all circumei- 


wed persons, and therefore, the symbol of justified Israelites and 
83 

















elie tan aaa 
—_—— 


SN es eee o 


i 

Hi 
% 
' 
4 


SS ee eee 
. = 
5 —— 





258 


is ingrafted branch of justified Gentiles: for all true christians 
ve circumcised with the circumcision made without hands in the 
wtting on of Christ, It is therefore also a symbol of one of the 

‘wo Witnesses, because of these are they “who keep the com. 

1m andments of God, and retain the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 
Rev. xii. 17. 

But the Christian Gentiles are a branch cut out of a Wild Olive 
Tree. ‘The wild olive tree, then, is a symbol of the aliens from 
sche Commonwealth of Israel; and one of its branches the symbo| 
of all who declare truth a: — Mg despotism of the oppressors of 
the world. ‘Thus in Rev , the wild olive is a figurative 
representation of that ¢ win of Ge ntile s, who declare truth which 
is obnoxious to certain, styled “their adversaries,” and the fero- 
cious monster, which was finally to overcome and kill them. The 
nucleus of this symbol of the wild olive Witness is found in “the 
Earth which helped the Woman” as already set forth; and it has 
grown up into a wide spreading foliage whose umbrageousness 
affords an agreeable shade in a weary land to the sons of liberty 
and the champions of the Rights of Man. 

This vision of the Two Olive Branches and the Two Lamps is 
not peculiar to the Apocalypse. Zechariah saw the same things 
in a vision; an account of which he has left on record in the fourth 
chapter of his book. An angel came to him, and waking him from 
his sleep, asked him what he saw? He replied, that he beheld a 
candlestick all of gold, with a bowl on the top of it, upon which 
there were seven lamps with their seven tubes: and two olive trees, 
one on either side of the bow]. He then inquired of the angel— 
what these things signified? The angel replied, by delivering a 
prediction to Zerubbabel, and by saying, that ‘‘the seven were the 
eyes of the’ Lord, which run to and fro through the whole earth.” 
Now Zerubbabel was a typical as well as a real person. He was 
descended from David, born in the Babylonish captivity, and an 
ancestor of Jesus Christ. His name by interpretation signifies a 
stranger in Babylon, dispersion of confusion. Tn the reign of Cy- 
rus, King of Persia, he was appointed governor of Judah; and un- 
der the edict of that prince led the van of the captivity back to their 
own land. He also Jaid the foundation of the second Temple, and 
the Angel declared to Zechariah that “his hands should also finish 
it.” He was likewise a typical character, as plainly appears 
from Haggai 2, 23. Asa royal personage and head of the resto- 
ration, he was the type of the Great King; as his contemporary 
Joshua, the son of Josedek, was of the priestly character of that 
mighty Hero, who “shall be a priest upon his throne” at his ap- 

aring. 

The Candlestick then, proximately represented Zerubbabel but 
chiefly Him, ‘“rHe’srancn” of whom Zerubbabel was the type. 
Satisfied of the meaning of the seven-sconced-candlestick, Zecha- 
riah demanded the signification of the T'wo Olive Trees, the one 
oneither side. Not receiving an immediate answer, he inquired 
again in more precise terms, saying, “What are these Two Olive 
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Branches which through the Two Golden Pipes empty the golden 
i] out of themselves?””—Then said the Angel *“These are the Two 
Anointed Ones that stand by the Lord (the seven branched candle- 

i- i stick) of the whole earth.” 
There appears, then, to exist an identity between the Two Olives 
and the Two Lamps of John, and the T'wo Olive Branches and 
the T'wo Golden Pipes of Zechariah. The Jatter supplics a defi- 
ciency in John’s vision by informing us of the use of the Two 
Olive Branches in relation to the Two Lamps; they were to sup- 
ply the Lamps with oil that they might give light. By this then 
we may understand, that the Two Witnesses were empowered by 
the unction of truth, to give light to the world during the 1260 years 
of their declaration. In Zechariah they are termed “the Two 
€ | Anointed Ones who stand by the Lord of the whole earth.” They 
e 8 are anointed with truth. The oil which gave light in the dark, or 
. a middle ages, was expressed through them; they were the Lamps 
°F or “Lights of the world,’ as were the Apostles before them. 
/ |= These are symbols of great elegance and beauty. The Lord of 
| the Earth has set up before him two great lights to illume man- 
kind;—two blazing and shining lamps, fed by the golden oil of 
the olive, ‘‘wild” and “good.” Through their brillianey, the 
light of truth has shone away the darkness of paganism from the 
Roman World; and is fast dispelling the black and threatening 
or clouds of despotism and superstition by which the atmosphere of 
ae | the political and moral universe has been long surcharged. By 
if these is the Lord Jesus consuming with the spirit of his mouth 
ag “the Son of Perdition”—“the lawless” and ferocious monster of 
.. the sea; the glory of whose utter destruction is reserved for Him 
when he shall appear in “the brightness of his coming.” —2 

Thess. 2, 8. 
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Fire issues from their mouth. 


Fire is the symbol of fierce destruction, or torment, great sick- 
ness, war, and its dismal effects, when associated with such ad- 
juncts as denote that it is not put for light. The Witnesses were “ 

to put their enemies to death by the fire that was to issue from them. 
; This is peculiarly applicable to their wars. Gunpowder was in- 
F vented in 1330 by a Monk of Cologne; and though it was used at 
the siege of Algiers in 1342, cannon was first used by the English 
at the battle of Cressy in France, in 1346. From this time, men 
destroyed one another chiefly by the fire that issued from their can- 
non mouths. For more than three centuries their enemies attacked 
them, and in turn were themselves destroyed by these fire-issuing- 
mouths. This mode of destruction by gunpowder and cannon is 
still more plainly indicated in Rev. ix. 17,18. ‘And I saw the 
horses and those who sat upon them, thus in their appearance; 
having breastplates of fire, and saltpetre (called lpettdbienhin- 








thos—from its color in combustion) and brimstone; and the heads 
of the horses were like the heads of lions, and out of their mouths 
went fire, and smoke, and brimstone. With these three—by the 
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fire, by the smoke, and by the brimstone—that went out of their 
mouths, they slew a third part of men.”’ By this means likewise 
the T'wo Wituesses destroyed their adversaries. 

Their Adversaries. 

The enemies of the Two Witnesses are those of the world who 
“hate the light and shun it’ and are indicated in the book as The 
Dragon, that old reptile who is the Accuser and the Adversary, 
the ferocious monster that ascends out of the sea, the two-horned 
dragon speaking beast which ascended out of the earth, the Mo- 
ther of Harlots, &c. “In plain language, their adversaries are the 
Kings, Priests. and Aristocracies of Antichristendom; with al] 
their servile, superstitious, and besotted serfs and parasites, who, 
for sordid gain, do the will of their tyrants, “the destroyers of the 
earth.”"—The opponents of political and religious truth composed 
the creat army that made war upon the Witnesses and finally, but 
temporarily, overcame and slew them on the Broad Way of the 
Egyptian Sodom. 


The Heaven. 


“Heaven is always the symbol of government: the higher pla- 
ces in the political universe.” ‘Heaven and earth” signify the 
whole universe, political and religious, Is. 51, 16—‘* That I may 
plant the heavens and lay the foundations of the earth, and say un- 
fo Zion, “Thou art my people.” ‘Thatis, that [ might make those, 
who were but scattered persons and slaves in Egypt before, a 


kingdom and polity, to be governed by their own Jaws and magis- 
trates. 


“The Heaven,” then, presignified the political constitution of 
things, or the government of the metaphorical Egypt, in which 
the ‘I'wo Witnesses were to execute their commission. They were 
to possess the power of restraining the Heaven. That is, they 
were to have the power of controlling the government to a certain 
extent, so that, if the rulers of the Egyptian Sodom should will to 
deprive them of their rights and liberties they should have the 
means of retaliation and defence. 


Rain. 


Gentle Rain and Dew are the symbols of truth, or wisdom; 
of the divine protection; of the blessings of God, and all manner 
of good things. ‘My doctrine,” says Moses, “shall drop as the 
rain; my speech shall distil as the dew, &e."-—Deut. xxxii. 2.— 
“He shall come down like rain—as showers that water the earth” 
that is, in the days of Messiah, there shall be “an abundance of 

ace,” &c. ps. Ixxii. 6, 7.—On the other hand, tempestuous rain 
1s a symbol of war—*tAnd I will rain upon Gog an overflowing 
rain, and great hailstenes, fire, and brimstone’”—Ezek. xxxviil. 
22.—T'o prevent rain descending from the political heaven is to 
take et | peace and the blessings thereof; and to inflict upow 
people all the calamities of war. 
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The Waters. 


Waters used indefinitely signify people; many waters, people, 
and multitudes, and nations, and tongues: and definitely, some 
particular people. Rev. xvii. 2. 15, xvi. 4. The Two W itnesses 
were to have power over the waters; viz. of the metaphorical 
Egypt or Roman Empire; which in apocalyptic geography is di- 
vided into the earth, the sea, and the rivers, and fountains of waters. 
The rivers and fountains in ch. xvi. 5, are termed ‘the waters,”’ 
and the third angel, ‘the Angel of the Waters.” The Sea is not 
included in the waters, but only the rivers and the fountains: for 
the Second, and not the third, is the Angel of the Sea. If the 
reader place before him a map of the Roman Empire, he will soon 
discover which part of it is the Land of Rivers and Fountains 
Waters. Uf he look towards the Alps, from the Danube to the Li- 
gurian sea, he will percieve some three hundred rivers, swelled b 
the tribute of a thousand lesser s/reams, fed by innumerable foun 
tains, issuing from the base of those lofty ranges. The country 
of these rivers and fountains was appointed as the place of refuge 
for those, who, in the face of an universal Apostacy, ‘retained the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.” Upon this, there can be no contro- 
versy among the faithful; for history attests the fact. To the Two 
Witnesses was given jurisdiction over this Alpine region of wa- 
ters; so that, if their enemies should assail them, they might 
slanghter them among the well-watered valleys of their country, 
and carry devastation into plains beyond. 

They had power over the rivers and fountains of water to turn 
them into blood. ‘This indicates the enormous sacrifice of life 
which would happen in the wars between the Two Witnesses 
and their adversaries; if these suffered severely, the Witnesses 
suffered more; for in ch. xvii. 6, John saw the Mother of Harlots 
“drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 
Witnesses of Jesus.”’ Therefore, when, in ch. xvi. 4, the Angel 
of the Waters had poured out the third phial, he exclaimed— 
‘‘Righteous art thou, who art, and whe wast, who art perfect, be- 
cause thou hast judged these: for they have poured forth the blood 
of saints, and prophets; and thou hast given them blood to drink: 
they are worthy.”? And a voice from the altar, said, ‘Yes, O Lord 
God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.” 


Dead Bodies. 


The Two Witnesses deprived of life. In the original it is not 
sooma, but ptooma a dead body fallen to the ground, from piptoo to 
fall. Sooma may signify a body either alive or dead; but ptooma 
a body literally or metaphorically as lifeless as a slain carcass.— 
Sooma is sometimes ised to designate the Church or living body 
of Christ; but ptooma never. It occurs in Mark vi. 29, where it 
is applied to the headless corpse of John the Baptizer; and in 
Matt. xxiv. 28 to the Jewish Body when ready to be devoured by 
the Roman Eagles. 


A time was to arrive, then, when the Two Witnesses were te 
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become as lifeless as a beheaded corpse or the broken off branch- 
es of Israel’s Olive. The oil of the Two Olive Branches was to 
cease to flow into the Two Lamps; whose light would then be ex- 
tinguished, and Sodom left in Egyptian night. At this epoch, 
truth would n» longer be deelared. ‘The tyranny of Kings and 
Priests would be triumphant; and “the commandments of God 
and the testimony of Jesus Christ” would no longer be respected. 
This would be great cause of congratulation in the Antichristian 
Heavens. ‘The tormenting prophets were dead; ané no indignity 
was too marked to express their hatred and scorn. Like dead dogs 
in the way they were to be deemed unworthy of sepulture; there- 
fore, their dead bodies were left unburied in the streets of a filthy 
Sodom. ‘The mystical body of Christ was now dead; and though 
not buried, it continued dead three days and a half. During this 
period, there were Christians of a Sardian type, who had a name 
that they lived, but were dead: but unlike the Sardians, had not even 
life suflicient among them to strengthen the things which remain- 
ed; for both the Witnesses and the things they prophesied were 
extinct. 


Let it be remembered, that though dead, the mystical and visi- 
ble body of Christ, the nucleus of the Two Witnesses was never 
entombed. The gates of Hades were never closed upon it, be« 
cause it was never put into the grave: nevertheless there was to 
he an interruption of the **succession of witnesses,” or of the vitals 
ity of the visible church for three symbolical days and a half.— 
The churches of Christ in the ‘dark’ or “middle ages,” differed 
from the apostate church in Sardis in this, that in that city it be- 
came extinct—it died, yet continued visible for ages after. until 
buried in the smoke of Mohammedanism, which ascended from 
the bottomless pit and darkened both the Sun and the Air of the 
politieo-ecclesiastical world with its blackness (Rev, ix. 2) dead, 
yet visible, it was at length buried, but never rose again; whereas 
the Churches of the Middle Ages, though spiritually dead, and 
lifeless before the eyes of their enemies for many pep yet lived 
and stood upon their feet again to the annoyance of al] who beheld 
them. Death took them captive; but it was as impossible, with 
the Bible circulating among the nations, that they should be hol- 
den of it, as that the gates of Hades should have prevailed against 
the crucified body of our Lord. 


Three Days and a Half. 


It will be very interesting to know, what length of time is in- 
tended by these three days and a half? ‘The answer, we believe 
to be, that days, in this place are the same with months in the se- 
cond verse, or lunar days, reckonitig as the Jews did, thirty ter- 
restrio-solar days to an ordinary month or lunar day. And it may 
not be amiss to recollect, that one lunar month is the length of the 
moon’s day; for she turns round her axis exactly in the time that 
she goes round the earth. According to the Egyptian, Persian, 
and Todien Interpreters, collected by Achmet the Arabian, days 
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nerally signify years in the contemplation of prophetic time;— 
and it is also true according to Artemidorus, Diodorus, Jamblicus, 
and others of the ancients, who have professedly or incidentally 
written on the subject of symbols, that “years and di ays are deno- 
ted months, and months and years by days,” and that “in interpre- 
ting them we must consider what is proportionable and suttabie;” 
that is, the decorum of the symbols must never be disregarded, 

The enigma of the three days and a half is to be resolved by 
what is termed “a triple involution;” as the “forty-two months” 
of verse 2 are by a double one. ‘Thus, three lunar days and a half 
are equal to three ordinary months and a half; and three months 
and a half are equal to 105 symbolteal days or ordinary years. 


The Broad Way of the Great City. 


In ch. xvii. 18 the symbol of this great city is a drunken wo- 
man sitting upon a scarlet beast having seven heads and ten horns, 
Her name is written upon her forehe ad, to wit.—**Mysrery, Ba- 
BYLON, ‘he Great, the Morner of HaRLors, and of the Apomina- 
Tions of the Earta.” She holds a golden cup in her hand full of 
abominations and pollution. She is the great Strumpet of the 
World, and the common mistress of the European Kings. Their 
illicit progeny is numerous, consisting of the Ecclesiastical Har- 
lots, national and sectarian of Antichristendom. She is the “Mo- 
ther of All Churches’”’—*‘the Great City, that rules over the Kings 
of the Earth.”’ She is styled Sodom for her filthiness; and "hei 
empire, Egypt for her tyranny and oppression, and *‘where our 
Lord was crucified” for her persecution, cruelty, and bloodshed. 
Literally she is called Rome, comprehending that ancient city and 
its spiritual empire. 


The ‘T'wo Witnesses were to be dead, not in the streets. but in 
the pluteia or principal street, square, or open place, which some 
have called the Market Place, or place of chief concourse of the 
Great City. It means, as we shall see hereafter, France, one of 
the principal kingdoms of the Beast’s Empire. 


After the three days and a half breath of life from God 


came into them. 


For st e entire days and a half they were to lie dead in the 
Broad W ay, and afler that period had elapsed, the Two VW itnesses 
were to stand erect upon their feet. ‘This was their resurrection, 
Though prostrate in i, ath, they now ste pe upon their feet: a pos. 
ture w hic hh. t! hough it does not necess ari! y indic ate imnme lt, rh aCe 
tion, yet represents them as put into a condition to act, whether it 
be to resist their enemies, or to engage in any serv ice to which the 
Lord of the Earth might call them. It is not said how long those 
whom the Savage Beast killed elsewhere lay‘ dead; in the o ther 
streets of the Gre vat City, as Great Britain, Germany, &c. the y 
might remain under the power of death for a Jonge or a shorter 
time; but in the platea they lay dead exactly tree days and a 
half. The reason why the time of their vied here is exclus sively 











_ EE 
. 


264 


noticed, might be not only because it was sufficient for authen- 
ticating the prophecy, to give one such fact, but because they 
weie to rise first. 

The cause of the resurrection of the Two Witnesses is ana- 
logous to that of the future resurrection of the Jews from the 
national graves in which they are now entombed, The Israel- 
ites of our day, who have been politically and spiritually dead 
for upwards of 1700 years, in the prophecy of Ezekiel, are com- 
pared to dry bones very dry. Jehovah addressed the prophet 
and demanded of him, if these dry bones could live? He replied 
“Q Lord God thou knowest! And God said to the dry bones 
“Behold, I will cause breath (pneuma, spirit) to enter into you, 
and you shall live: and I will lay sinews upon you, and will 
bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath (pneuma, spirit) in you, and ye shall live.”—And Eze- 
kiel saw, in vision, all this happen to them, but as yet he saw 
“no breath (of life) in them.” Then said God, “Prophesy to 
the wind (pneuma, spirit, air, breath) and say, Come from the 
four winds, O Breath, and breathe upon these slain, that the 
may live.’—“And the breath came into them, and they lived, 
and stood up upon their feet,” Jehovah then addressed them 
through the prophet, and said, “I will open your graves, and 
bring you into the land of Israel: and I will put my spirit in 
you, and ye shall live” (spiritually as well as politically.) 

Here then, is a prediction of the re-constitution of the whole 
House of Israel. They are now in the tombs, being politically 
dead, buried, and corrupted among the nations; but when re- 
formed or re-fashioned, God will breathe into them the breath 
of political life, re establish them in their own land, and then 
give them of his spirit. This is a beautiful illustration, derived 
originally from the Mosaic account of the constitution of man, 
of the resuscitation of the Two Witnesses. There is this dif- 
ference, however; the witnesses were not permitted to lie long 
enough in the broad way of the Great City to go to corruption, 
consequently all that was necessary in their case was to breathe 
into them the breath of political and spiritual life, that they 
might renew their contest against the helot despotism of priests 
and kings. 

A Great Voice. 

A great voice is a voice of thunder. In chap. x. it says, and 
“the seven thunders uttered their voices.” As the great voice 
the Witnesses heard was accompanied with a great earthquake 
the decorum of the symbol would indicate that 1t was a thun- 
dering voice; which, like the natural thunder bursting and 
brattling, shook the political air. Were the constituted autho- 
rities of these states to issue a decree, changing this republic 
mto an absolute monarchy, it would be “a great voice,” the ef 
fect of which would be to shake society to its foundations. It 
was such a voice, the Two Witnesses and the nations heard, 
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when the Constituent Assembly of France promulgated its De- 
elaration of the Rights of Man—a declaration utterly subver- 
sive of the absolutism of the world.—This great voice said te 
the Witnesses “Ascend hither!” 


And they ascended to the heaven in the cloud. 


To ascend to heaven symbolically is to rise to the exercise 
of power, and to obtain rule and dominion. In this sense the 
King of Babylon said in his heart, “I will ascend into heaven, 
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God— —I will ascend 
above the heights of the clouds &c.”--By their ascension, the 
Witnesses acquired political power by which to retaliate upon 
those who had put them to death; and dreadful was the ven- 
geance they wreaked upon them as we shal) see hereafter. By 
their ascension, they were not only to be restored to their pris- 
tine rights and liberty, but be farther promoted to dignity and 
honor, and that by a great voice from the heaven—by the voiee 
of public authority. A cloud, without any tokens of a storm, 
always denotes what is good, and implies success. 





AN ODE TO THE KING MESSIAH, AND HIS QUEEN. 
Psalm XL V.—Long Metre. 


A noble theme my mind indites; 
My song I’ll to the King address; 
O may my tongue indeed be like 
The pen of him who freely writes! 


Of th’ sons of men thou fairest art; 
And grace upon thy lips is poured; 
For God, O King, hath blessed thea, 
As long as sun and moon endure! 


Thy sword, O mighty Hero, gird 
With glory and with majesty! 
Array’d in splendor ride thou forth 
Thy foes to vanquish and subdue: 


In triumph ride because of truth 
Of mildness and of justice too; 


And thy right hand shall teach thee things 
Tremendous, awful, and severe! 


Thy barbed shafts are swift and sharp; 
The nations shall before thee fall; 

Thy darts shall pierce the trembling heart 
-Of those who scorn thy royal law. 
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Thy throne, O King, shall always stand; 
The sceptre of thy kingdom’s just! 
In righteousness thou dost delight, 
And hatest all iniquity; 


Thy God Jehovah, therefore, hath 
O glorious King, anointed thee 
With th’ anction of delight above 
All those who are thy fellow kings! 


With aloes, cassia, fragrant myrrh, 
Thine od’rous garments are perfum’d; 
And stringed instruments delight 
Thine ears from iv’ry palaces, 


Kings’ daughters are thy chosen maids; 


And on the right hand stands the Queea 


In gold of Ophur full array’d: 
To whom I'll now address my theme 


O dauzhter, listen; and reflect, 

And to my words thine ear incline; 
Thy people and thy father’s house 
Henceforth be banish’d from thy mind! 


For of thy beauty excellent, 
Enamour'd greatly is the King; 

Thy sov’reign lord he’s now become; 
Do thou all honor give to him! 


So shall Tyre’s daughter, famed afar, 
Thy favor seek with costly oifts; 
Ev'n she. thy grace shall supplicate, 
Who is among the nations rich. 


All glorious in her palace is 

The lovely daught , of the King; 
Her vestment is embroider’d o’er 
With beaten and with shining gold. 


In variegated robes array‘d 

She shall unto the King be led; 
Companion virgins in her train, 
Shall also unto thee be brought. 


With gladness and rejoicing too 
These royal virgins shal] be led; 
Within the palace of the King, 

A welcome entrance all shall have. 


And for thy fathers there shall be 
Thy children whom thou shalt appoimt 
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As princes over all the earth 
T'o share thy brilliant reign with thee. 


Thy name remember'd T will make 
rom age to age in ev'ry race; 

So shall the nations of the earth 
Praise thee for ever aud for aye! 
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Remarks upon Psalm XLV. 

The ancient compositions, styled ‘The Psalms,” are not all 
prophetic. Some of them are historical; others didactic, elegiac, 
and so forth. ‘The one before us, however, is unquestionably pro- 
phetic; and certainly refers to The Anvinted Aing whom God pro- 
mised to the house of David; that he might sit upon his throne 
forever. Of the propriety of this application there ean be no doubt; 
for our ancient brother Paul, in his letter to the Hebrew brethren, 
plainly declares it. In that place, hetells us, that God indited 
this psalm, and that he addressed his Son in these words of the 
sixth and seventh verses *“Thy throne, O King, shall stand fore- 
ver; the sceptre of thy kingdom is a eceptre of equity!) Thou Jo- 
vest righteousness and hates‘ iniquity; therefore, O King, thy God 
hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows!” — 
Paul then, teaches us concerning this spiritual song, that it ie ad- 
dressed to the Son of God; and that this son is that Jesus, whom 
he raised from the dead. ‘To the point, therefore, ‘Jesus of Naza- 
reth the King of the Jews,” is the *‘Hero” of the ode; which doth 
consequently contain some of those things to which he refered 
when he said to his associates, the Eleven Apostles, “all things 
must be fulfilled which are written concerning ME in the Psalms.”’ 

*You are a King then?” said the surprised Procurator inqui- 
ringly. “Lama King,” said Jesus, ‘for this I was born-” He might 
have answered, ‘Yes; lam that King, concerning whom, the pro- 
phets of the Almiglity have for ages past declared should come into 
the werld. Iam he, who is anointed to ascend that throne upon 
which you now sit;concerning me the national melodies are full:they 
chant the glories of my reign, which however, belongs not to this 
but to the age to come-” 

But his Majesty, King Jesus, is not the exclusive subject of 
this song. Her Majesty, his Queen, and her companion Virgins 
share with Him the Divine consideration and regard. In other 
words, under the symbols of a King. Queen, and her attendants, 
upon a marriage occasion, the Holy Spirit sets forth the excellence 
and high destiny of the King of Israel, and his brethren, both re- 
surrected and transformed, 

Concerning the Messiah, he was to be “the fairest of the sons 
of men,” full of grace, and “blessed forever.” He was to be a 
conquering hero, terrible in war, but in peace, full of mildness 
and benignity. He was to be a King upon his throne, which was 
to endure forever, His sceptre, the symbol of government, wa 
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> .. equ..auie; and because he would prove himself to bea lover 
of righteousness, therefore he was to have the ascendancy over all 
his associates. Asa king, of course he was to be anointed; but 
his anoinitng was to be extraordinary: with oil indeed, but with 
“the oil of gladness.” or with the Holy Spirit. Jehovah was to 
anoint him—ps. ii. 6—therefore, he was to be God’s Messiah— 
the Lord’s Christ—Jehovah’s Anointed King. 

Such is the outline of what Messiah was to be, as set forth in 
this psalm some ten centuries before his birth. If then Jesus shal} 
he found to be the centre of these predictions, we may in truth say 
with our ancient fellow-disciple, **He is the Christ, the son of the 
Living God."—But have all these predictions been fulfilled in 
him? We answer unhesitatingly they have not all. 

In the life of Jesus as publ shed by his biographers, we behold 
“the fairest of the sons of men;” yes, indeed, we contemplate 
“the fairest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely: —we be- 
held, the only begotten of the Father, full of grave and truth: — 
one, whom God has blessed forevermore. Added to this we see 
in him a lover of righteousness, a hater of iniquity, and one 
anointed of God above all intelligences, with the Holy Spirit 
which was truly “the oil of gladness;” for his Father’s voice ac- 
companied the effusion saying, “this is my beloved Son in whom 
I delight” or am glad. ‘Thus far the portrait and the original an- 
swer face to face. ‘There are other features, however, in the like- 
ness, which have yet to find their counterpart in the person of the 
Messiah. 

A time is indicated in this song when he is to ride forth trium- 
tore in glorious array; when he is to make war in person, and 

y his destroying energy to destroy them who refused to submit 
to his law. ‘This prediction is contained in the third, fourth, and 
fifth verses. In the Apoealypse of John the same things are de- 
clared, chapters xi. 15-19; and xix. 11—16;—also 2 Thess. 1. 7-10. 
‘‘Nations,”’ says the Poet, “shall fall before thee;” and say the 
voices of the Seventh Angelic Trumpet, “The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ; 
and he shall reign forever and ever.’? And upon that sccasion the 
enthroned are represented as eucharizing the Almighty because he 
has commenced his reign; a commencement coeval with national 
perturbation and a destroying of those who destroy or oppress the 
earth. ‘In thy glorious array ride forth prosperously,’”’ says the 
Psalmist, “and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things;” 
and in the vision of Patmos, John saw him ride forth from the 
opened heaven upoti a white horse to judge and make war in right- 
eousness; “his eyes as flames of fire;’? his head diademed with 
crowns; and clothed with raiment baptized in blood. He was 
not alone. His celéstial guards accompany him, clothed in white 
of linen fine and clean, on horses like his own. Nor is this the 
parade of peace; for at the head of his imperial squadrons he 
smites the nations with his sword, breaks them with a rod of iron 
(Ps. ii. 7,) and, in dashing them in pieces, treads the wine-press 
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ef the indignation and wrath of Almighty God. “Woe, woe, woe, 
to the inhabitants of the earth,” cried one of the celestial trumpe- 
ters, “because of the three trumpets which are yet to sound!”— 

The last trumpet is sounding; its loud last blast is echoing with 
awful voices through the nations, and “‘woe” indeed be to them 
who obey not the Celestial King! ‘Who’ says the apostle, “shall 
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
inflicting a just retribution on them who know not God, and whe 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall suffer a 
just punishment—an everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power—in that day when he 
shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired by all 
the faithful.”"—Let the disciples “‘wateh;” for the time is at hand 
when the heavens will no longer retain the Avenger of the blood 
of their brethren the witnesses of Jesus. 

The wife, or Queen, of the King of kings is next introduced by 
the Psalmist. She is placed at his right hand, adorned with gold, 
an embroitered robe, and splendid garments of varied hue. She 
is beautiful and ¢lorious. Who is this so brilliant in her costume; 
and so charming as to captivate the couqueror of the world? She 
is the Daughter of the King—v. 13. “We” disciples, says Paul, 
‘are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones;"’ and 
thus we have become one flesh with Christ our King, that is, his 
wife or queen. ‘He loved the congregation and gave himsetf for 
it; that he might sanctify it, having cleansed it with a bath of wa- 
ter, and the word, ‘That he might present it to himself g/ortous, 
not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it might 
be holy, and without blemish—Ephes. v. 25-27. Such is the Queen 
whose beauty captivates the King. She is betrothed; but her 
marriage is not yet come, John in his vision heard a sound equal 
to a peal of mighty thunderings, exclaiming that “the marriage of 
the Lamb was come and his wife had prepared herself.” And he 
beheld her glory; for “it was given her to be clothed in fine linen, 
pure and resplendent.” The Lamb’s wife or queeu is the congre- 
gation of the saiuts; for says John, “the fine linen (with which 
she was clothed) is the righteous actions of the saints’”—Rev. xxi 
7, 8.—She is also the daughter of the King; for the saints who 
constitute the Lamb’s wife are his children; as it is written “Be- 
hold [ and the children whom God has given me”—Heb. ii. 14; 
therefore, as a whole, she the congregation is his daughter. 

_ But the Queen is to be brought to the Great King at the mar- 
riage with companion virgins. —*The virgin companions, that fol- 
low her;” says the Poet of Israel, “shall be brought unto thee, O 
King; with gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought; and they 
shall enter the palace of the King,”—*“The bridegroom is coming 
go ye out and meet him!”’ is the midnight ery which precedes the 
festal hour. Then the virgins arise and trim their lamps. The 
bridegroom appears, and those who are prepared enter in with him 
to the palace, and the door is shut—Matt. xxv.—T'he arrival of 
this happy event is matter of joy and exultation to those who are 
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invited to the supper;—“‘we rejoice and exult, and give glory to 
Him; because the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife. 
has prepared herself”—Rev. xix; with gladness and rejoicing 
shall they enter in. ‘These virgins follow the queen; so the dead 
in Christ lead the way; for they rose first: afferwurds, we the liv- 
ing (their companions) shall be caught up and changed’”’*—1 Cor. 
xv. 52; 1 Thess. iv. 17. 

The sixteenth verse of this song indicates the persons who are 
to constitute the government of the world after the subjugation of 
the Nations to the sceptre of the King of kings;—they are the 
children of the King, made kings and priests to God by him, the 
glory of the Father, There is no nation so rich, powerful and 
magnificent, but shall come bending to Messiah’s Queen. ‘The 
daughter of Tyre,” that is, the city ef Tyre, or the Tyrians, con- 
temporary with the prostration of the nations before the Heroic 
King, “shall seek,” says the Psalmist, “thy favor,’ O Queen, 
“with gifts;’—‘if we, the sons aud daughters of the Almighty, 
die with the Anointed Jesus, says our brother Paul, we shall also 
live with Him; if we suffer patiently, we shall also reign with 
him.—2 Tim. ii. 12. 

_From these scriptures, then; it is plain that the Holy Spirit in- 
dicates a period in relation to the people of God, which may pro- 


perly be styled 
THE PREPARATION; 


to the consideration of which we shall return in the next number. 
Epiror. 
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The Psalms in Metre. 


We have received orders from brethren in divers parts for co- 
pies of the Psalms in Metre. It is true, that some time ago we 
published a prospectus of the work; but we were not sufficiently 
encouraged to proceed. We have, however, not abandoned the 
idea of giving them to the public; we have only changed our plan 
of effecting their introduction to the Christians. Aware of the 
prejudice existing against these compositions from their supposed 
abstruseness, and the use made of them in the superstitions of En- 
gland, Scotland, and Rome, we have judged it best fiom time to 
time to present such specimens of these admirable “hymns and 
spiritual songs,” as cannot fail, we think, to enchant and captivate 
the hearts and minds of the lovers of the sublime and beautiful; 
for we feel conv nced, that if the disciples of Christ shall fall in 
love with them, they will not rest until they possess themselves 
of these odes in metre, that by their use they may be enabled to 
teach and admonish each other: singing and making melody in 
their hearts to the Lord. If we would celebrate in song, the wis- 
dom, gracefulness, divine origin, betrayal, sufferings, death, resut- 
rection, exaltation, power, majesty, heroism, glory, priesthood, 
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royalty, reign, eternal dignity, and so forth of the Messiah—the 
Holy Spirit, the Poet of the Celestial Kingdom, has supplied us 
with the means of doing it in the “psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs” of the Psalmody of the Ancient Zion. We do not urge 
the singing “the Songs of Zion” to the exclusion of every thing 
else; but we think they are worthy of adoption as the standard 
melodies of the spiritual Israel of God. 

The names received shall be added to our list; and, if a suffiel- 
ent number shall hereafter be forwarded, we shall proceed with 
their publication. EDITOR. 
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TARSHISH. 


This is a name, which occurs in connexion with a prophecy in 
Ezekiel, which has reference to the ‘time of the end;’ it will be 
interesting, therefore to ascertain to what nation, country, or city 
it has relation. There have been great disputes among the learn- 
ed in what parts of the Eastern World Ophir and Tarshish lie. 
They all agree that the trade carried on by David and Solomon to 
these two places was the same as that till very recently monopo- 
lized by “The Honorable East India Company” of England; but 
their dispute falls upon the point in what part of India and the 
Southern Seas were these places situated, I shall not trouble the 
reader with the arguments for and against their several favorite 
hypotheses; but shall content myself with presenting briefly the 
conclusion agreed upon as most satisfactory. 

T’he political frontiers of these places is undeterminable. Eu- 
polemus an ancient author, quoted by Eusebius, says of David 
‘that he built ships at Elath, a city of Arabia, and from thence, 
sent metal-men to the island of Urphe (or Ophir) situated in the 
Red Sea, which was fruitful in yielding abundance of gold, and 
the metal-men brought it from thence to Judea.” But it is to the 
scriptures we must go fora decision. All that is to be learned 
from these is, Ist. That from Elath to 'Tarshish was a voyage of 
three years to and fro; but within what period of time the voyage 
to Ophir was completed is not said; and that therefore, Tarshish 
might be somewhere iu the Kast Indies, but Ophir might be any- 
where nearer home within the reach of those seas. 2ndly That 
the commodities brought from Tarshish were “gold and silver 
aud ivory, and apes, and peacocks;” and those of Ophir ‘were gold 
and almug trees, and precious stones.” Aud therefore, any place 
in the Southern or Great Indian Sea, at the distance of a then three 
years’ voyage from Elath, which can best furnish the merchants 
with gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks may be inferred to be 
Tarshish of the holy scriptures; and any place within the compass 
of the same Southern Sea, that can best furnish them with gold, 
almug trees, and precious stones, and in that quantit, of gold as 
Solomon brought home in one voyage, may be guessed to be 


Ophir. 
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This is certain, that David and Solomon’s fleets sailed from 
Elath in a direction south by east, and coastwise. Now pursu. 
ing this course, they would pass through the straits of Babel- 
mandel, and so ente: the Arabian Sea. Having coasted the 
shores of Arabia, they would have either to enter the Persian 
Gulph or to sail east for Hindoostan. 1 should suppose they 
would make for the latter; because had their object been to 
trade with the Persians, greater facilities presented themselves 
overland trom Palestine. By Tarshish then we are to under- 
stand a country whose shores were washed by the Indian 
Ocean, though we cannot say what were its frontiers accord- 
ing to the views of the ancients. We shall make use of this 
hereafter. 
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From the English Christian Mess. & Ref. 


A LETTER TO AN INDEPENDENT MINISTER AND CON: 
GREGATION, ON BAPTISM. 

[ We noticed in our June number, page 142, that an intelli- 
gent female belonging to a congregation of Independents, in 
Staffordshire, while on a visit at Nottingham, had been brought 
to embrace the principles of primitive Christianity. On het re: 
turn home, the following letter was addressed te the minister 
of the church to which she had formeily belonged. It being a 
production which does credit to her understanding and decisi- 
on of character, and calculated to do good to others, we have 
concluded to intreduce it to the notice of our readers. The 
let‘er, we understand, has not been read to the people, nor has 
any answer been returned to the writer. Silence, it would ap- 
pear, in this instance, is considered the best policy. John i. 
19, 21.—Ep. | : 


Dear Sirn—You will no doubt be much surprised when you 
read this letter, but I aim compelled, from a sense of duty to 
make known to you and the members of your church the fol. 
lowing facts. I have for some time, 1 may say for years had 
my attention called to the subject of baptism, and have const- 
dered infant sprinkling as unmeaning and unscriptural; at the 
same time I looked upon adult baptism merely as an initiatory 
ordinance into a visible church ot congregation; and as | had 
been admitted a member, as I thought into the church of Christ 
without adult baptism, [ was lulled into a negligence of this 
important ordinance, particularly as many of my friends who 
had been immersed themselves did not appear to think it ¢- 
sential. Happily, however, for me, 1 was, during my visit at 
Nottingham, led to consider the scriptures on this subject more 
attentively, and was compelled to believe that baptism is not 
only an ordinance which all believers are bound to obey, but that 
it is the means appointed by God for putting us in possession 





pel; that it ts, in fact, the medium 
..¢ juouiied in the sight of God, receive a know- 
sedge of remission of ail past sins through faith in the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and are introduced in- 
to the kingdom of Christ on earth. Few attempt to deny that 
the use of water, in some form or other, is necessary to all be- 
fore they can be admitted into the kingdom of God, as the Sa- 








re viour’s own words to Nicodemus, John iii. 5, are so very plain; 
he “Verily, Verily, | say unto thee, except a man be born cf wa- 
J ter and of the Spirit, he eannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 
a But it is argued that water is only a figure, and therefore sprink- 
A ling is all that is required: if so why did Jesus and his apostles 


immerse? We never read, in the New Testament, of any 
other mode than that of immersion being adupted. Jesus him- 
self was baptized in the river Jordan, Mark, i. 9, 10; and in al¢ 
most every instance it is said that they went down into the 
water. It is recorded in John, iti. 23, that ‘ Jolin also was bap- 
tizing in Anon, near to Salim, because there was much water 
there.’ Various other passages might be quoted, but these 
: ought to be sufficient to convince us that immersion isthe mode 
% of baptism taught in the word of God. As to infant sprinkling, 
I am only surprised that any of us should with the New ‘Testa- 
x ment in our possession, have been so deluded as to be satisfied 
> with it; for it isso plainly pointed out in the Scriptures, that 
a those only who éeleve are proper subjects for baptism, that 
' (leaving out the fact that not one single instance is recorded 
f in the New Testament of an iofant being baptized) it is won- 
- — derful that such an error should have continued in practice so 
long. ‘The words of our Saviour to his apostles, when about 
to leave the world, were, “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature; he that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved, but that believeth not shall be damned,” Mark 
xvi. 15, 16; and we read inthe Acts of the Apostles, that 
“Then Phillip went down to the city of Samaria and preached 
Christ unto them;” “When they bedeved Phillip preached the 
things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Chiist, they were baptized, both men and Women.” viii. 12. I 
would ask, how can an infant, that knows not its right hand 
from its left, believe in Jesus Christ? or what advantage can it 
receive from being baptized?) The command of Christ is, in- 
deed perverted ty the traditions of men, when this solemn and 
Important ordinance is administered to an unconscious infant. 
. I am aware that there are many who will agree with me in my 
) views of infant sprinkling, that will be startled at the view I 
. take of baptism for the remission of sins; but I think all who 
read the New Testament on this subject with attention, must 
acknowledge that there is quite as much evidence of the truth 
of this doctrine, as of the fallacy of the other. Indeed, the epis- 
tles abound with it; although I confess I have not myself, until 
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lately understood tnose passages that refer to it. No one pro- 
fessing to believe in revelation, will deny that the apostles had 
received from the Saviour authority to preach the gospel, and 
particularly to the apostle Peter; for, in Matthew xvi. 18, 19, 
Jesus says to Peter, “And I] say also unto thee that thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail againstit. And! will give unto thee 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” In what way 
did Peter, on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Ghost had 
been poured out, preach this gospel to the multitude that had 
assembled? We read thatafter Peter had preached Jesus to 
them, “They were pricked in thei hearts, and said unto Peter 
and to tha rest of the apostles, Men and brethren what shall we 
do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent and be baptized every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gilt of the Holy Ghost.” Aets 11. 37, 
38; and 41, “Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized, and the same day there were added unto them about 
three thousand souls.” Paul, when relating the ciicumstanees 
connected with his conversion, mentions that Ananias, who 
was sent unto him by the Lord, said tohim, “And now, why 
tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord.” Acts xxii. 16. The sixth 
chapter of Romans, too, abounds with references to this doc- 
trine. In the lst Cor, vi. 11, we read, “And such were some 
af you; but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are jus- 
tified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God.”—Also in Gal. iii, 27, “For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ;” in Col. ii. 12, 13,— 
“Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with 
him, through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised 
him from the dead; and you being dead in your sias and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with 
him, having forgiven you all tresspasses;” in Heb. x. 22, “Let us 
draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water;” and in the tst Peter, iit. 21, “The 
like figure whereunto baptism doth also now save us, not the 
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 
After all that I have said on this subject, you will not be sur- 
prised to hear that when I was at Senlenien 1 was publicly 


immersed for the remission of my past sins, believing that the 
blood of Christ was then, and not till then, applied to my con- 
science; and in this ordinance it is applied to the conscience of 
every other guilty sinner, who believingly and understand. 
ingly thus comes to Jesus; but I dare not say that those wha 
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do not thus obey the gospel, are adopted into the family of God 
and are Christ’s disciples, and therefore | cannot conscientious- 
ly continue a member of your church, even should you wish it. 
I] can assure you it is-very painful to my feelings to write this, 
But as I said before, a sense of duty compels me. I cannot 
expect that either you or the members of your church will at 
first agree with me in my views; as [ was myself at one time 
as much opposed to the docirine as any one could be, but | was 
convinced by the word of God; and | hope that if you, or any 
one else, can by the same means prove that | am wrong, you 
will do so; for it is by the word of God we shall be tried at the 
day of judgment, and if on that day we shall be found to have 
been only hearers of the word and not doers, how awful will 
be our situation. “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven.” Matthew vii! 21. 
Feeling as I do on this subject, | would earnestly entreat you 
and all the members of your church, for whom I feel much af- 
fection, to search the scriptures diligently, to see whether these 
things are so. There can be no harm in so doing, and it will 
be a greater satisfaction to the minds of all. I earnestly pray 
that the search may be blessed, and that we may all of us be 
among those to whom the Judge will say at last, “Come, ¥e 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.” I must beg you to excuse 
the length of this letter, and remain, 
Yours very truly, 


H. B. 
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THE LATENESS OF OUR ISSUE. 

The publication of our Debate with the Presbyterian clergy- 
man caused the Advocate to fall a month behind. We were in 
hopes of recovering lost ground by February; and should have 
done so but for the folly and bigotry of our printer. We hired 
a neat hand, as the execution of the November number suffien- 
ently evinces. He was a convert to Methodism; nevertheless 
we harmonized in our aftairs, and he exp essed himself as per- 
fectly satisfied and athome. But unfortunately for the recov- 
ery of lost ground, he had to set up the following passage; “who 
ean be astonished, then, that camp meetings, revivals, forged 
and delusive tales, of sights unseen, and sounds unheard, with 
all the “new measures” of the age—should all be provounced 
and approved as the “means of grace” to men! By these in- 
ventions, &c.”—His methodism could not stand this; so he 

cked up his kit and absconded by starlight to Richmond.— 
his incident, illustrative both of Sectarianism, and of the in- 
*envenience of printing a periodical in the country at a dis- 














276 


aance from a city, has thrown us still more in arrears; for some 
twelve days elapsed before we could get to work again. Our 
readers w ‘! perceive that the present number contains only 24 
‘pagesains. ad of 36. We thought it best to issue these 24, 
that the patience of our friends might not be exhausted. The 
deficiency will be made up in our next; which will contain 48 
pages, or 12 more than usual; so that the full number of pages 
will be presented in the two papets. 

While upon these secular affairs it may not be amiss to ob- 
serve, that many of ou readers are behind hand in their subscrip- 
tions. Our agreement with them is, ‘payment on receiving the 
fiist number.” Some have not paid us for three years, ard 
others in the south-west have actually discontinued, being one 
hundred and twenty-six dollars in our debt. We have often 
written to the latter in the most respectful terms, but can get 
no answer. They have gone so far as publicly to condemn our 
opinions, while their own conduct towards us has been to say 
the least of it, exceedingly exceptionable. If these parties will 
not do justly, we give them notice, that we shall follow Bro. 
Walter Scott’s example, and give their names w the public as 
a caution to other editors how far to confide in their integrity 
‘and honor. But we do hope we shall not be driven to this ex- 
tremity. Will not Christian men act christianly, and do the 


things they profess? How long shall profession and principle 
be distinct! 


Another cause of lateness of arrival at its destination is the 
retention of our paper in the post office two or three weeks al- 
ter being entered. This is owing to the inefficiency of the means 
of transportation. A pair of saddlebags is all that the constitu- 
ted authorities have provided for the conveyance of papers, 
which require a tumbril cart to carry them hence to the office. 
My subscribers will see, therefore, that a prompt distribution is 
not under my control. Butt am ever doing my best to sur- 
mount all these obstacles; and trust that we shall yet get all 
things straight and keep them so. Let my patrons in Jac do 


their duty, and I will continue to domine with promptitude and 
effect. 


E piror. 
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THE DEBATE. 

We have several copies of this work on hand, which can be 
supplied at a small expense per mail to subscribers who may 
wish to know more of the truth. It consists of one hundred 


and seventy-five pages closely printed, at 624 cents a copy 


those who take $5,00 worth. Epiron. 
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